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There are two forms of sexual abuse in Utah. The first is called Forcible Sexual Abuse and deals with any sexual
abuse suffered by someone over the age of 14. The other is Sexual Abuse of a Child and deals with the sexual
abuse of anyone under the age of 14.
Any form of unwanted sexual contact short of rape can result in accusations of sexual abuse. Both forms carry
mandatory minimum sentences and can result in life imprisonment. Even if you avoid a life sentence, you can
still find yourself permanently part of the sex offender registry, along with all of the limitations, possible employment
issues and hassle that brings.
If a case can be made for any aggravating circumstances (threats of harm, actual injury, use of a weapon, etc.), the
state of Utah will throw the book at you and you can quickly find yourself feeling overwhelmed.
At Wasatch Defense Lawyers, as experienced Utah criminal defense attorneys – we shine! You’ll want to
make sure your side of the situation is told clearly – and we know exactly how to make sure that happens. Our
highly-qualified sentencing experts know how to negotiate aggressively to preserve your quality of life.

Contact Wasatch Defense Attorneys for a free, confidential case review, and learn how we
can help today 801.980.9965.

Utah Forcible Sex Abuse Laws
The definition of forcible sexual abuse is any form of “indecent liberty” taken, short of rape, with someone who is 14
or older. Indecent liberties include such things as touching the genitals or buttocks, but are covered generally in
Utah’s legal code by focusing on the intent to cause harm or arouse and/or gratify sexual desires without the
consent of both parties.
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Depending on the court’s judgment of the seriousness of the crime, the charge can range from a second degree
felony to a first degree felony. Both carry mandatory jail sentences of at least a year and fines up to $10,000. If the
court chooses, a life sentence in prison is very much a possibility.

Child Sexual Abuse
Child sexual abuse, in Utah, is forcible sex abuse that happens to anyone under the age of 14. This is a second
degree felony, which is one to six years in prison, but the law specifically grants the court permission to worsen the
sentence to a life sentence or even life without parole, should the court decide the abuse was a particularly heinous
offense.
The list describing the basis for considering abuse as particularly heinous is long and very detailed. This is not the
time to count on someone else’s charity, which is why it’s key to hire the proper defense attorney to protect your
rights and your life.

How a Utah Criminal Defense Attorney Can Help
Even if you haven’t been officially charged yet, you need a defense lawyer. As Salt Lake City residents, we’ve got
the experience you need to start insulating you against criminal sex abuse allegations. We guide you step by step
through this trying time, and also defend you against all levels of accusations. We’re not afraid to come out swinging
on your behalf – we have the proven experience you need.

Don’t wait. The right defense attorney can be the difference between success or defeat. Call
801.980.9965 today for a no-obligation case review.
Guard Your Rights
Do NOT Waive Your Right to Legal Counsel! Authorities will try get you to incriminate yourself and suggest there is
no need for an attorney. Stay calm and call us immediately: 801.980.9965

Experience You Can Trust
We have represented thousands of clients, with countless difficulties and challenges, for more than 100 years. Less
than 1% of our clients have ever been incarcerated.

Compassionate & Aggressive
Whether you have a family, financial, or criminal matter – our ethical, caring attorneys listen to YOU and use their
expertise and a strong, hands-on approach to get you the best result.
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